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Introduction 
Welcome back to our study in Daniel. Last week, we finished 
with chapter 7. If you remember, we divided chapter 7 into 
the following sections… 

Tonight, I hope to get into chapter 8. When we do, I will give 
you an outline of that chapter as well. 

However, before we go too much further, we need to take a 
few minutes to name some key characters in this last half of 
Daniel. Again, just by way of review, let me remind you that 

we divide the entire book of Daniel 
into two sections. They are… 

1. Daniel’s Determined Devotion 
to God (Chapters 1-6) 

2. Daniel’s Divine Disclosure from God (Chapters 7-12) 

Of course, the divine disclosure being God’s revelation to 
Daniel concerning future events. 

As we went through the last chapter, chapter 7, God revealed 
through visions several things to Daniel. We must remember 
that Daniel’s understanding of future events includes things 
that we now know as history. For instance, God revealed 
through the vision of the four beast that four great kingdoms 
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would arise upon the earth. We also know from our study of 

Chapter 7 as well as Chapter 2 that the first three beasts 
stood for these three great empires. 

❖ The Flying Lion – Babylon Empire 
❖ The Bear with 3 Ribs – Mede-Persian Empire 
❖ The Flying Leopard – The Grecian Empire 

Other than the Babylonian Empire, the others were all future 
events as far as Daniel was concerned. However, for us, all 
these events have passed. The beast yet to come is the fourth 
and final beast. 

We spent a lot of time last week talking about that fourth 
beast. However, as we continue further, it is important that 
we have a clear understanding of the key players in this last 
half of Daniel. 

Let us take some time to show these key players noting their 
characteristic and relation to future events. This is important 
in order that we are not confused as we move forward in our 
study. 
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Body 
There are three main 
characters that reoccur 
over the next 5 chapters. 
They are The Little Horn, 
The Antichrist, and the 

Northern King. 

First up is… 

The Little Horn 
(AKA the Beast Out of the Sea in 
Revelation 13) 

One of the first things we must understand is that “the little 
horn” of chapter 7 is often confused with the Antichrist. 
Additionally, many people confuse “the little horn” with 
another little horn found in chapter 8. Unfortunately, there 
are many Bible teachers and preachers who add to the 
confusion by not showing a clear distinction between the 
“little horn” of chapter 7, the Antichrist, and the “little horn” 
of chapter 8. My prayer is that I do not make the same 
mistake as well.  

As you study the entirety of God’s Word, there are many 
other titles or terms often confused or incorrectly named as 
the Antichrist. Unfortunately, once again, it creates an 
enormous amount of confusion. Thus, we must be careful 
and correctly show each as God reveals them to us. Each of 
these three main characters we are about to discuss will play 
a major role in the “end of times” as they are motivated by 
Satan and endued with his power. 
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For this reason, we begin with the “the little horn” of chapter 
7 and will see again as we continue our study through the 

rest of the book. Here are the key 
characteristics of the “little horn” 
which will be the first to make an 
entrance in the end times. He will… 

❖ Be a Gentile. 
❖ Be Satan’s instrument (we see this in Daniel as well as 

Revelation) 
❖ Act under Satan’s guidance taking complete control 

of all political affairs. 
❖ Be called the “prince that shall come” in Daniel 9. 
❖ Be extremely friendly and favorable to Israel and all 

Jews. 
❖ Enter in a covenant with Israel and the Jews. 
❖ Break that covenant with them as he partners with 

the Antichrist (also known as “the time of Jacob’s 
trouble”) 

❖ Show his true nature midway through the tribulation 
when Satan possesses him. 

Next is… 

The Antichrist 
(AKA the Beast Out of 
the Earth in Revelation 
13) 

It is especially important 
to understand that “the little horn” in both chapter 7 and 
chapter 8 in Daniel is not the Antichrist. Note with me the 
description of the Antichrist in 2 Thessalonians 2 which says… 
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Now we beseech you, brethren, by 
the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and by our 
gathering together unto 
him, That ye be not soon 

shaken in mind, or be 
troubled, neither by spirit, nor by 
word, nor by letter as from us, as 

that the day of Christ is at hand. Let 
no man deceive you by any means: 
for that day shall not come, except 
there come a falling away first, and 
that man of sin be revealed, the son 

of perdition; Who opposeth and 
exalteth himself above all that is 
called God, or that is worshipped; 

so that he as God sitteth in the 
temple of God, shewing himself 

that he is God. 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4 

However, when it comes to the book of Daniel, we only find 
him mentioned once. In chapter 11 and verse 36 we read… 

And the king shall do according to 
his will; and he shall exalt himself, 

and magnify himself 
above every god, and 

shall speak marvellous 
things against the God 

of gods, and shall 
prosper till the indignation be 
accomplished: for that that is 
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determined shall be done. Daniel 
11:36 

Christ himself spoke concerning this one who would seek to 
lift himself above God. 

I am come in my Father's name, 
and ye receive me not: 
if another shall come in 
his own name, him ye 
will receive. John 5:43 

The Antichrist will come in the same vein as the “little horn” 
in that he uses flattering words deceiving Israel into receiving 
him. In fact, according to Christ, he will come proclaiming 
himself to be the Messiah they have all been looking for. He 
will also assume the place of a king among them. Isaiah gives 
us that insight. 

Upon a lofty and high mountain 
hast thou set thy bed: even thither 

wentest thou up to 
offer sacrifice. Behind 
the doors also and the 
posts hast thou set up 
thy remembrance: for 

thou hast discovered thyself to 
another than me, and art gone up; 

thou hast enlarged thy bed, and 
made thee a covenant with them; 
thou lovedst their bed where thou 
sawest it. And thou wentest to the 

king with ointment, and didst 
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increase thy perfumes, and didst 
send thy messengers far off, and 

didst debase thyself even unto hell. 
Isaiah 57:7-9 

And, if you go back to Daniel 11:36, you will note that “the 
king shall do according to his will.” 

The Antichrist is also seen in Revelation 13 as the second 
beast coming out of the earth. Note with me Revelation 13’s 
description. 

And I beheld another beast coming 
up out of the earth; and he had two 

horns like a lamb, and 
he spake as a dragon. 

And he exerciseth all the 
power of the first beast 
before him, and causeth 

the earth and them which dwell 
therein to worship the first beast, 
whose deadly wound was healed. 
And he doeth great wonders, so 
that he maketh fire come down 
from heaven on the earth in the 

sight of men, And deceiveth them 
that dwell on the earth by the 

means of those miracles which he 
had power to do in the sight of the 
beast; saying to them that dwell on 

the earth, that they should make 
an image to the beast, which had 

the wound by a sword, and did live. 
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And he had power to give life unto 
the image of the beast, that the 
image of the beast should both 

speak, and cause that as many as 
would not worship the image of the 

beast should be killed. And he 
causeth all, both small and great, 
rich and poor, free and bond, to 

receive a mark in their right hand, 
or in their foreheads: And that no 

man might buy or sell, save he that 
had the mark, or the name of the 
beast, or the number of his name. 
Here is wisdom. Let him that hath 
understanding count the number 

of the beast: for it is the number of 
a man; and his number is Six 
hundred threescore and six. 

Revelation 13:11-18 

Note the things ascribed 
to this second beast, the 
Antichrist, through which 
he will deceive others 
into thinking he truly is 
the Messiah. 

❖ He comes as a 
lamb. [v.11] 

❖ He speaks as a dragon. [v.11] 
❖ He will exercise all the power of the first beast which is 

Satanic. [v.12] 
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❖ He will have power to work wonders and cause fire to 
fall out of heaven which all men will see. [v.13] 

❖ He will deceive the entire world through powerful 
miracles. [v.14] 

❖ His influence will extend beyond 
Israel to the entire world. [v.14] 
❖ He will be accepted as a (false) 
Messiah by the Jews and as Christ 
(Antichrist) by apostate Christianity. 

❖ He will demand everyone to make an image of the 
beast out of the sea (aka the little horn). [v.14&15] 

❖ He will insist that all who refuse to worship be put to 
death. [v.15] 

❖ According to Revelation 16:13 and 19:20, he is called 
“the false prophet” showing that he will be a 
recognized religious leader. 

And the last is… 

The Northern 
King (The 
King of the 
North) 

The third key character then of the second half of Daniel is 
named as the “king of the north.” This 
character is not the “little horn” of 
chapter 7 but is the “little horn” 
chapter 8. He is often compared to 
Antiochus Epiphanes. 
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For those who may not be familiar with Antiochus Epiphanes, 
he is a Greco-Syrian king who ascended in 175 BC. He is 
infamously known as Antiochus the Madman. During his 
reign, he conquered Jerusalem. He started out as a friend to 
the Jews. He was a big proponent of Hellenism. Hellenism is 
the merging of Greek mythology and worship with other 
religions. When he first conquered Palestine, he did his best 
to integrate pagan Greek worship with Judaism. However, 
things did not go the way he planned. Later, as he tried to 
conquer Egypt, the Romans humiliated him. In a rage, he 
stormed into Jerusalem with his army and slaughtered 
thousands of innocent Jews. Eventually, he even desecrated 
the Temple itself by sacrificing pigs on the altar and setting 
up a statue of Zeus, a false god. He also stole many of the 
vessels from the Temple including the seven-branch 
candlestick while also stripping everything of its gold and 
silver. 

Now, it must be understood that Antiochus was NOT the 
“king of the north” in Daniel chapter 8. However, many 
compare what he did to what the eventual “king of the 
north” will do in end times. The similarities being that 
Antiochus came from the north out of Syria. He came, in the 
beginning, looking to be accepted by the Jews. Later, he 
turned on them, slaughtered them, and then desecrated the 
Temple. 

In much the same way, Daniel describes the “king of the 
north” as coming from the North. He will enter Israel only to 
find a miserable end. Isaiah and Micah describe him as “the 
Assyrian”. In the book of Joel, he is known as the “one from 
the North.” He is always pictured as Israel’s great enemy. 
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Thus, these three characters of end times appear in Daniel’s 
prophecies. And it is especially important that we distinguish 
who they are as we move forward in our study. 

Conclusion 
Now, in conclusion, let me go back to the “little horn” or as 
Revelation 13 depicts him, “the beast out of the sea.” Let us 
talk for a moment about the work of the “little horn.” 

We know already that he will ascend as a great ruler of a vast 
empire that will eventually include the entire earth. We also 
know that he will be motivated and later possessed by Satan. 

Daniel tells us five important things about the “little horn.” 

❖ He will subdue 3 kings. [Daniel 7:24] In doing so, only 
7 kings will be left. 

❖ He will speak great words of blasphemy against God. 
[Daniel 7:25a] 

❖ He will make war with the saints, the Jews, and prevail 
against them. [Daniel 7:21] He will not only persecute 
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the Jews, but also any who still hold to God and His 
Word during this time. 

❖ He will wear out the saints, the Jews. [Daniel 7:25b] 
His hatred will be focused on the Jewish remnant with 
the intent of wiping them out. 

❖ He will think of changing times and laws. [Daniel 
7:25c] Obviously, he will be handed great power by 
the rest of the world enabling him to overthrow or 
override all existing laws or governments. 

The “little horn” will rule for a time, times, and a dividing of 
times. In other words, he will rule one year, two years, and a 
half a year which equals to exactly 1260 days or 42 months. 
Note these passages in Revelations that correspond. 

But the court which is without the 
temple leave out, and 
measure it not; for it is 

given unto the Gentiles: 
and the holy city shall 
they tread under foot 
forty and two months. 

And I will give power unto my two 
witnesses, and they shall prophesy 

a thousand two hundred and 
threescore days, clothed in 
sackcloth. Revelation 11:2-3 

And the woman fled into the 
wilderness, where she 

hath a place prepared of 
God, that they should 

feed her there a 
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thousand two hundred and 
threescore days. Revelation 12:6 

However, praise God that is not the end of the story. For we 
know even from Daniel chapter 2 that a great stone will fall 
and according to Daniel 7:26-27 that… 

…the judgment shall sit, and they 
shall take away his dominion, to 

consume and to destroy 
it unto the end. And the 
kingdom and dominion, 

and the greatness of 
the kingdom under the 

whole heaven, shall be given to the 
people of the saints of the most 

High, whose kingdom is an 
everlasting kingdom, and all 

dominions shall serve and obey 
him. Daniel 7:26-27 

In the end, God reigns supreme! Christ will come down from 
Heaven. He will set up His kingdom made up of His people. 
Satan, who had his throne on earth, along with the “little 
horn” will be defeated and dethroned. Then, the true King of 
Kings will sit upon the holy hill of Zion. 

We finish by noting Daniel’s reaction to all that he saw in 
chapter 7. 

Hitherto is the end of the matter. 
As for me Daniel, my cogitations 

much troubled me, and my 
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countenance changed in me: but I 
kept the matter in my heart. Daniel 

7:28 

Daniel note that his “cogitations” troubled him much. That is 
a word we do not use much anymore. “Cogitations” simply 
means thoughts or reflections. As Daniel thought or reflected 
upon all that was revealed to him, his countenance (facial 
expressions} changed. And, in the end, he “kept the matter” 
in his heart. 

I can imagine that all these visions caused Daniel to spend 
even more time in prayer before God. As for us, we would be 
wise to do the same thing. The wonderful news for us as 
Christians today is that before the “little horn” appears and 
before the “the beasts” come out of the sea and the earth, 
the trumpet will sound and we, as believers, will be caught 
up to meet Christ in the air. What a wonderful day that will 
be! 


