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Small Group Discussion Guide: The Path of Paradox
Sermon Text: John 12:20–36
Central Proposition: To move from isolation to fruitfulness, we must embrace the paradox of the Cross: we must die to our self-will to enter the fullness of life Christ offers.
Opening Reflection
· The Law of Self-Preservation: The sermon notes that we are taught from childhood to protect our own interests at all costs. In what ways does the modern world encourage us to "love our own life" and ignore God's standards of right and wrong?
· Isolation vs. Achievement: Have you ever experienced a time when you achieved a goal but felt "isolated and empty" despite your success?
Diving into the Text
· Curiosity or Connection? The Greeks asked to "see" Jesus, which implies a desire to "perceive with the mind" or comprehend Him.
1. Why is "casual curiosity" an insufficient bridge to a relationship with Christ?
2. How can we move from being "observers" of the Word to "participants" in a relationship with Him?
· The Logic of the Seed: Review John 12:24.
1. What happens to the grain of wheat that refuses to fall into the ground and die?
2. Jesus states that "life comes from death." Discuss a time when surrendering your own will or plans led to unexpected spiritual "fruit" or growth.
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Real-World Application
· The Battle of the Soul: Jesus admitted His soul was "troubled" (agitated or restless).
1. How does Jesus’ example in verse 27—choosing the Father’s glory over His own safety—help us when we are "calculating the cost" of following Him?
2. What are some "smoke screens of disobedience" (reasoning or opinions) we use to avoid doing what we know God is asking of us?
· The Urgency of "Now": Christ warns that the Light is with us for only a "little while."
1. Why is indecision considered a "risk" in this text?
2. What is one specific area of your "self-will" (plans, reputation, or comfort) that you need to let "die" this week so that you can "walk in the Light"?




Memory Verse for the Week
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit." — John 12:24
Prayer Focus: Ask the Lord to help you identify any area where you are "abiding alone" because you are afraid to let go, and pray for the courage to "fall into the ground" of His will this week.
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